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In collaboration with the Flemish UNESCO Commission and the celebrated film director
Sofie Hanegreefs of "Long Live the Dead," we present this educational booklet, a product of
the dedication and creativity of Erasmus Exchange students from the UCLL Faculty of
Education, Campus Hertogstraat, Leuven. This booklet is the final assignment for their
"Projects for Comprehensive Internationalization" course, undertaken during the Spring
semester of 2024.

"Long Live the Dead," directed by Sofie Hanegreefs, earned the prestigious award at the Africa
Film Festival 2023 in Leuven. The film's expressive exploration of significant contemporary
themes provides a rich foundation for our lesson plans designed for primary education.

The students' work deeply engages with the film's narrative, translating its themes into
educational materials that foster discussion and understanding among young learners.
Teachers can guide students in eXpIoring the film's social, cultural, and ethical dimensions
through these lesson plans, enriching their educational experience.

We hope this resource enhances classroom learning and inspires thoughtful reflection on the
diverse issues presented in "Long Live the Dead." Thank you for integrating this material into
your teaching, and we look forward to its positive impact on students' learning journeys.
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"Long Live the Dead!" is a musical road film directed by Sofie Hanegreefs and
Kris Pannecoucke. The film is set in northern Ghana and follows Stevo Atambire, a master of
the Kologo, a traditional Ghanaian instrument. Stevo travels by motorbike through the region
of the Fra-Fra people, playing at funerals. His improvised songs honour the deceased and help
families in their grieving process. This tradition reflects a vibrant cultural practice where music
plays a crucial role in celebrating life and assisting with mourning (Reevolution) (Sofie
Hanegreefs) (OCCII).

The film highlights the importance of music and rituals in the Fra-Fra community,
contrasting modern perceptions of death as a taboo subject. "Long Live the Dead!" has been
well-received, earning an honourable mention for the UNESCO Prize at the Africa Film Festival
2023 in Leuven, Belgium, and being featured in several international film festivals (Sofie
Hanegreefs) (DeStudio).

Sofie Hanegreefs is a Belgian filmmaker known for her documentaries that often
explore cultural and social themes. Her work focuses on the human condition and the
different ways communities around the world find meaning and expression. Kris Pannecoucke
is a photographer and filmmaker who often collaborates with Sofie. His work frequently
captures the essence of various cultures, especially in Africa, highlighting their traditions and
way of life.

For more information about the film and its directors, you can visit Sofie Hanegreefs'
official website and Reevolution Productions (Reevolution) (Sofie Hanegreefs).

Like the film, our lessons aim to celebrate life. To that end we designed what we call
“the festival of life”. Through music, dance, culture, debate, sharing exchanges, etc... We want
the pupils to reflect on the joys of life and reflect on how Ghanaian tradition celebrates them
even in death. We would like the pupils to discuss their own cultural ways of facing mourning.

These lessons promote empathy, diversity and cultural learning by stimulating the
pupils through music and dance or by linking them to activities the pupils already practice.

All the additional materials and linked resources related to the lessons can be found
in the end of this booklet, in the section titled linked resources.

The teacher must have previously seen the film to know the content that will be
worked on in the classroom. Thanks to the film he will learn what funerals are like in Ghana,
which are considered celebrations of life. Furthermore, it is considered necessary to have
broader knowledge about it, which is why we are will highlight some important aspects.
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https://reevolution.productions/long-live-the-dead/
https://www.sofiehanegreefs.com/portofilo/
https://www.sofiehanegreefs.com/portofilo/
https://occii.org/events/occii-willem-de-zwijgerkerk-film-long-live-the-dead-live-stevo-ghana/
https://www.sofiehanegreefs.com/portofilo/
https://www.sofiehanegreefs.com/portofilo/
https://www.destudio.com/nl/project/long-live-dead
https://reevolution.productions/long-live-the-dead/
https://www.sofiehanegreefs.com/portofilo/

These funerals are so important that they are usually planned even months in advance
and can last several days. These events are publicly announced on posters.

Traditional rites are usually performed according to ethnicity and religious beliefs
during these ceremonies. In addition, music and dance are fundamental aspects of these
funerals. The film features Stevo Atambire, a Ghanaian musician and singer known for his skill
on the Kologo, a traditional two-stringed string instrument originating from northern Ghana.
He is known for fusing traditional Ghanaian music with other contemporary genres and
creating unigue melodies. It is recommended that the teacher listen to his music beforehand
due to its great cultural importance.

Attendees usually wear mourning colors of black and red; sometimes, older people
dress in white. There is also plenty of food and drink.

The coffins are figurative and personalized according to the region and the deceased.
It is worth mentioning that wakes to pay tribute to the deceased are common.

These events have a great social impact since all friends and family come together to
celebrate the deceased's life, keeping their memory alive.

As you might expect, these funerals can be very expensive, since spending a lot of
money means showing respect for the deceased. Sometimes, families go into debt or need
community help to pay for them

e Analyze religious and typical songs from various cultures.
e Learn and compare funeral and mourning traditions between Ghana and Belgium.

e Promote body expression through African music.
e Develop emotional expression.

e Improve teamwork skills.

e Develop public speaking skills and discuss ideas.

e Know, understand and respect different cultural expressions.

e Develop an appreciation for cultural diversity and the importance of different customs
and traditions.

e Students will develop an appreciation for cultural diversity and the significance of
different customs and traditions.

e Students will learn about life and death appreciation in Northern Ghana.

e Acquire the ability to reflect on specific topics.
e Think about the meaning of traditions for people, families and cultures.
e Reflect on the value of traditions and their maintenance.
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e Understand what traditions are and why they are important.

e Differentiate between rituals and traditions.

e Explore the meaning of traditions for individuals, families and cultures.
e Value traditions and their preservation.

e Recognize the importance of knowing the origin and traditions.
e Learn to make a family tree.

e Share information about families, rituals and traditions.

e Expand vocabulary related to ancestry and family relationships.

e Learn about the seasons and surrounding nature.
e Link changes in weather with seasons and climate.
e Reflect on the meaning of nature.

e Differentiate terminologies related to time.

e Recognize the cyclical nature of the world.

e Understand the concept of decomposition.

e Relate the understanding of biodegradable materials to the decomposition of human
bodies.

These lessons can be tied to:

e SDG3: Good Health and Wellbeing
e SDG10: Reduced Inequalities

e SDG13: Climate Action

e SDG15: Life on Land

e SDG17: Partnerships for the Goals

These objectives seek to provide a comprehensive education that encompasses cultural
understanding, personal and social development, and reflection on universal and specific
topics.
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Lesson Plan 1: Festival of Life

Topic: Music, culture, mourning, religions
Total learning time: 1 hour and 26 minutes
Designed learning time: 1 hour and 26 minutes
Size of class: 20+

Description: The pupils will be gathered in groups of 4-5 to rotate between 4 different
activities followed by a reflection.

Mode of delivery: Classroom-based

e Compare religious/typical songs from different cultures.

e Develop body expression through African music.

e Know, understand and respect different cultural expressions.
e Develop teamwork habits.

e Develop emotional expression.

e Acquire reflection skills on a given topic.

e Develop public speaking skills and discuss ideas.

Setup and introduction

Read Watch Listen 10 minutes 20 Students  Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The teacher will introduce the activities and give the instruction for each of them.

Activity 1: A traditional fairy tale

Read Watch Listen 15 minutes 5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The teacher or a guest will tell the group a short fairy tale about the concept of death in
Africa. After listening to it, students can express their thoughts, raise questions and discuss
ideas.

File: Festival of Life Tale.docx
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Activity 2: Feeling through music

Read Watch Listen 15 minutes 5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The students will listen to the song called Kura by Stevo Atambire. After listening to the
song, each one will be given a post-it to answer the following question with an emotion or
feeling: What has this song made you feel?

Finally, these post-its will be used to create a mural in memory of the activity. So, each
group will have a different colour of Post-it.

Kura by Stevo Atambire

Activity 3: Dancing is a mean of expression

Practice 15 minutes 5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The students will stand in a circle, and Anchor Point by Ahmed Spins feat. Stevo Atambire
will play. Each student must perform a dance step that comes naturally to them, according
to the music, and the rest must repeat it. It is advisable that the teacher be the first to do a
dance step to serve as an example for the students and break the ice.

Students will learn to flow and feel music they are not accustomed to.

Anchor point by Ahmed Spins feat Stevo Atambire

Activity 4: Something in common between cultures

Discuss 15 minutes 5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Students will listen to fragments of different religious/typical songs, such as Gospel, Ave
Maria, a typical Jewish song, Rai, etc. Next, they should discuss whether the different songs
have anything in common and, if so, what these similarities are.

To facilitate this activity, pupils may be given a sheet of paper with the lyrics of each song.

Religious music playlist
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wb8nQXPqxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFKJXuZeU4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2H5rusicEnc&list=PL41pWU_BGS30MyZx60L2NW44FbAO3PLrW

Final activity: Reflection

Discuss 15 minutes 20 Students  Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

All students will join together in a large group to share what each one has done and learned
during the activities. The teacher will guide the student’s answers with questions to
encourage reflection on the initial question: how does music influence people and culture?

Assessment

Produce 1 minute 20 Students  Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The lesson plan, the teacher's performance, and the students' participation will be assessed
through observation.

Additionally, students will be given a blank certificate and must fill it with their feelings
about each festival activity.

File: Festival of life certificate.docx
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Representations of the learning experience

Learning through

minutes

Acquisition (Read, Watch, Listen)
Investigation

Discussion

Practice

Collaboration

Production

%

30

15

47

35

17

15



Topic: Traditions, ancestry
Lesson time: 55 minutes

Overall time: 2 hours and 53 minutes
This includes the time it takes the teacher to prepare and also the work students have to do
at home beforehand.

Size of class: 20-25

Description: This class is linked to the film Long Live the Dead about burial traditions in
Ghana. Specifically, it talks about the concept of traditions and ancestry.

Mode of delivery: Classroom-based

Traditions:

e Know more about what traditions are and why they are important.
e Differentiate between rituals and traditions.
e Thinking about what traditions mean to a person/family/culture.
e The value of traditions and maintaining traditions.
Ancestors:

e The importance of knowing where you come from, and where traditions come from.
e The ability to make a family tree.

e Share information about families, rituals and traditions.

e Vocabulary including ancestry and family relationships.

Read Watch Listen 1 hour and 30 minutes 0 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The context for the teacher to study beforehand includes watching the movie and
researching the material. Teachers should also familiarize themselves with the concepts of
traditions and ancestry. After this, the teacher should decide which parts of the movie to
show to the students before the class.

File: Teacher preparation
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Investigate 30 minutes 1 Student Teacher not present  Face to
face (not
online)

Students should watch the film in class beforehand. Teachers can decide whether to watch
the whole movie with the students or just the selected parts.

Teachers and students should consider questions about traditions and rituals. The students
can ask family members whom they desire (parents, grandparents, siblings, cousins, etc.).

At home, talk with their families about cultural traditions as well as traditions specific to
their families, and bring pictures of family members to school with them.

Discuss 5 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Talk about family traditions with the students. Define them. They need to understand
before they work on the exercises in the next step.

Collaborate 10 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Give out the paper with questions. Let students write their answers and discuss them in
groups or pairs.

File: Questions about traditions

Produce 20 minutes 1 Student Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The teacher should show an example of a family tree and let students work on it. They can
use the photos they brought, paints, crayons, etc. The exact format is up to the
teacher/students; it doesn't have to follow the example.

File: Example of a family tree
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Discuss 10 minutes 2 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Students present their family trees to each other in pairs (5 minutes per student).
It is also possible to let the students present their trees in front of the class (depending on
the number of students in class and the amount of time left).

Discuss 3 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Talk about what the students have learned about traditions and ancestry.

Produce 5 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Family Tree Gallery: students can hang their family trees on the classroom wall, like an
exhibition.
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Representations of the learning experience

Learning through

minutes

Acquisition (Read, Watch, Listen)

Investigation

Discussion

Practice

Collaboration

Production

%

30

18

10

25

52

17

10

14

19



Topic: Climate, seasons, weather
Total learning time: 60 minutes

Overall time: 3 hours and 30 minutes
This includes the time it takes the teacher to prepare and also the work students have to do
at home beforehand. It also includes time non-compulsory homework.

Size of class: 20-25

Description: This lesson plan is focused on the ecological aspect of the burial traditions of
the Frafra people. It is focused on the seasons and how they are different. The lesson plan
includes an outside activity, but it can be modified to be done inside the classroom as well.

Mode of delivery: Classroom and outside (optional)

e To learn about the seasons and nature around us.

e To link changes in weather to seasons and climate.

e To think about what nature means to us.

e To differentiate between different terminology related to weather.
e To tie traditions to weather and nature.

Read Watch Listen 1 hour and 30 minutes 0 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The context for the teacher to study beforehand includes watching the movie and
researching the material. Teachers should also familiarize themselves with the concepts of
traditions and ancestry. After this, the teacher should decide which parts of the movie to
show to the students before the class.

File: Teacher preparation

Read Watch Listen 30 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

o 0



Students should watch the film in class beforehand. Teachers can decide whether they want
to watch the whole film with the students or just watch the selected parts. The duration of
this part depends on what the teacher chooses.

It is possible to include more background and context about the traditions of the Frafra
people so students can better understand (resources are linked in the previous step).

Discuss 15 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Ask students what they know about the weather and the seasons. Differentiate between
these terms. Define the four seasons and try to think of "typical" weather for every season.
Write the definitions somewhere visible.

Ask the students the following questions:
What do you do with your family when it rains? When is it sunny? When it snows?
Do you celebrate the change of seasons? How?
Do you have typical meals you eat during different seasons? Which ones?

Investigate 20 minutes 3-5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Go outside and divide the students into groups of 3 to 5 (depending on the number of
students in the class). Every group should find something representing each of the 4
seasons. They can take pictures of what they find or draw them.

If going outside is not possible, this activity can be modified. Students can try to find
pictures representing the elements on the internet, or it is possible to provide them with
books/magazines.

Produce 15 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Let the students present their findings to the rest of the class. Every group shows the
pictures and briefly explains why they chose these specific pictures.
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Conclusion

Discuss 10 minutes 2 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Pair students from different groups and let them give each other feedback on what they
liked about each other's pictures and explanations.

Possible homework

Produce 30 minutes 3-5 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

This step is not necessary to complete this lesson plan, but it could be a nice finish for
students so they can see the product of their work.

It is possible to give the students homework to make posters of their four pictures, with one
sentence per picture explaining their choice. These posters can be hung on the classroom

wall.

It can also be done in a class with the teacher; it depends on the students' abilities and the
needed time

File: The four seasons collage example
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Representations of the learning experience

Learning through

minutes

Acquisition (Read, Watch, Listen)

Investigation

Discussion

Practice

Collaboration

Production

%

120

20

20

45

59

10

10

22
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Lesson Plan 4: The Cyclical Nature of Life and Death

Topic: cyclical nature of decomposition/life and death

Lesson time: 70-100 minutes (with additional activities)
Overall time (including preparation): 2 hours and 40 minutes
Size of class: 20-25

Description: This lesson plan is focused on exploring the concept of death as a part of life. It
should be used to approach the idea of death with a more sensitive tone. Children will learn
that the

e Recognize the cyclical nature of the world around us.

e Develop an understanding of the concept of decomposition.

e Relate their understanding of biodegrading materials to the decomposition of
our dead.

Teacher only: Film beforehand, context

Read Watch 1 hour and 30 minutes 0 Students Teacher present Face

Listen to face
(not
online)

The context for the teacher to study beforehand includes watching the movie and
researching the material. Teachers should also familiarize themselves with the concepts of
traditions and ancestry. After this, the teacher should decide which parts of the movie to
show to the students before the class.

File: Teacher preparation

Students: Getting familiar with the theme.

Read Watch 30 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face

Listen Students to face
(not
online)

Students should watch the film in class beforehand. Teachers can decide whether they want
to watch the whole film with the students or just watch the selected parts. The duration of
this part depends on what the teacher chooses.
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It is possible to include more background about the traditions of Frafra people and more
context, so students can better understand (resources are linked in the previous step).

Discuss 10 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face
Students to face

(not
online)

Children discuss their knowledge of biodegrading processes and the purpose of it.

Children discuss the materials that can biodegrade and what the process looks like.

Relate to the Cycle of Life and Death: Explain how biodegradation is a crucial part of the life
cycle, returning nutrients to the soil and supporting new life.

Investigate 20 minutes 3-5 Students Teacher present Face

to face
(not
online)

Setting Up Decomposition Experiment:

1. Divide students into small groups.
2. Give each group a clear plastic container, soil, and a few pieces of fruit or vegetable
scraps.
3. Have students place the scraps in the containers, cover them with soil, and add a
small amount of water to moisten the soil.
4. Seal the containers and label them with the date.
5. Have students predict what will happen to the scraps over time and write their
predictions in their notebooks.
Discuss 10 minutes Small Teacher present Face
groups, then to face
20-25 (not
Students online)

The children share their predictions with the rest of the class. They also reflect on how this
process makes them feel when related to life and death, discuss it in groups, and then share
it with the class.

Collaboration 30 minutes 3-5 Students Teacher present Face

to face
(not
online)
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Children continue to check up on their experiments. They review their predictions and
evaluate their previous assumptions about the project. Based on their results, children draw
conclusions and review their previous hypotheses.



Representations of the learning experience

Learning through

minutes

Acquisition (Read, Watch, Listen)

Investigation

Discussion

Practice

Collaboration

Production

%

120

20

20

30
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11

11

15
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Topic: Funeral & mourning traditions
Total learning time: 45-60 minutes
Size of class: 20-25

Description: This lesson is based on the film "Long Live the Dead” and explores celebrating
cultural diversity amongst Ghana and Belgium's funeral and mourning traditions.

Mode of delivery: Classroom-based

Teacher notes: This lesson plan focuses on Belgian and Ghanaian funerals, but it would be
encouraged to involve the mourning and funeral traditions of the diverse range of cultures
of your pupils in your classroom. This lesson can be adapted and tailored to meet your
class’s specific needs. Discussing the death of pets and animals is another way to tailor this
lesson to your class.

This lesson plan doesn’t have any additional materials and linked resources.

Students will be able to learn about and compare mourning and funeral traditions between
Ghana and Belgium.

Students will develop an appreciation for cultural diversity and the significance of different
customs and traditions.

Read Watch Listen 10 minutes 20-25 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

The lesson will begin with children engaging in a whole-class discussion prompted by the
teacher. They will discuss whether they have ever attended a funeral before and what it was
like. There is also an opportunity to discuss the deaths of pets and animals here.

The teacher will then explain the importance of funerals and how they can vary worldwide.
Using a globe or map, the teacher and children will identify Ghana and Belgium.

The teacher will then introduce lesson's objective by explaining that the students will learn
about and compare funeral and mourning traditions in Belgium and Ghana.
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Collaborate 15 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Group work (15 minutes)

The class will be divided into small groups, and each group will be given pictures or video
clips depicting funeral traditions in Belgium and Ghana.

Each group will receive worksheets containing guided questions. (see A below)

The children will be given time to observe, discuss and fill out these worksheets

Discuss 20 minutes 20-25 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Each group will be asked to share their findings, what they learned a and their opinions
through a whole-class discussion.

Using the flipchart and markers, the class will create a Venn diagram. This will highlight the
similarities and differences between Ghana’s and Belgium’s mourning and funeral
traditions.

Key points will be discussed with the aid of teacher scaffolding, such as traditional
clothing/attire, rituals, and expressions of grief/mourning. (see B below)

Produce Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

Using the art supplies provided, the students will be asked to draw or write about one
tradition from Ghana and one tradition from Belgium that they found interesting.

Discuss 20-25 Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)
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The children will then be invited to share their creative reflections (writing or drawing) with
the class. They will be encouraged to express why they found these traditions interesting
and what they learned.

Investigate Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

A.

What do people wear at funerals in Ghana and Belgium?

What kind of rituals or ceremonies are performed?

How do people express their grief and celebrate the life of the deceased?

Are there any special foods prepared for the funerals?

How do families in Ghana and Belgium prepare for funerals?

Is music or dance part of funeral traditions in Ghana or Belgium? If so, what kind of music is
played? Why? Etc.

B.

Traditional clothing and attire: People often wear black and red to Ghanaian funerals,
whereas Belgians tend to wear only Black.

Rituals/ceremonies: Ghanaian funerals are elaborate and celebratory with dancing and
music. Belgian funerals tend to be more somber and reflection upon life.
Mourning/expressing grief: Exploration of how both cultures view the afterlife and celebrate
lives of the deceased.
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Representations of the learning experience

Learning through

minutes

Acquisition (Read, Watch, Listen)

Investigation

Discussion

Practice
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Production

%

20

15
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Topic: Appreciation of life and death
Designed learning time: 1 hour and 5 minutes
Size of class: 20

Description: This lesson explores the cultural appreciation of life and death in Northern
Ghana, focusing on how these themes are integrated into daily life and community
practices, rather than emphasizing funerals and mourning.

Mode of delivery: Classroom-based

e Students will learn about life and death appreciation in Northern Ghana.
e Students will develop an appreciation for cultural diversity and the significance of
different customs and traditions.

Knowledge: Students will understand the cultural practices related to life and death in
Northern Ghana.

Application: Students can compare and contrast these practices with their own cultural
experiences.

Synthesis: Students will develop an appreciation for cultural diversity and respect for
different customs and traditions.

Discuss 10 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

1.Begin with a whole class discussion about the concepts of life and death. This will be a
complex topic for students to grasp so the teacher will ensure to facilitate an open and
honest discussion. The teacher will use an excerpt from the book ‘Michael Rosen’s Sad
Book’ to help the children grasp this concept.

2. The teacher will remind the children of what they have learned about Ghana so far and
recap what they already know using a KWL chart.

3. Explain the lesson objective: to learn about and appreciate how life and death are viewed
and celebrated in Northern Ghana.
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Collaborate 15 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

Divide the class into small groups.
1. The teacher will play a short clip from the film

2. Provide each group with pictures showing daily life and death-related celebrations in
Northern Ghana.

3. Distribute worksheets with questions relating to the pictures and allow the students to
work in groups with these.

4. Allow groups to observe, discuss, and complete the worksheets.

Worksheet
Discuss 20 minutes 20-25 Teacher present Face to
Students face (not
online)

1.Have each group share their findings with the class.

2. Task: Each group creates an infographic poster highlighting the key points of their
findings.

3. Use visuals, charts, and concise text to illustrate the comparison between Northern
Ghanaian practices and their own.

4. Display the posters around the classroom and conduct a gallery walk where students can
view and discuss each group's findings.

Produce 10 minutes Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)

1.Ask students to draw or write about one tradition from Northern Ghana that they found
interesting, using provided art supplies.
2. Encourage creativity and personal interpretation.

Discuss 10 minutes Students Teacher present Face to
face (not
online)
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1.Invite students to share their creative reflections with the class.
2. Encourage students to express why they found these traditions interesting and what they
learned from the lesson.



Representations of the learning experience

Learning through minutes
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Linked resources

Lesson Plan 1: Learning Design for: Festival of life part one

Certificate:
Festival of life: Certificate
This document certifies that
Has attended and completed the Festival of life!
My feelings about the festival are:
Teacher’s signature: Pupil's signature: School's seal:
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Owuo: When His Eyes Shut, A Man Dies
Owuo was Death.

Long ago, there was a great famine in the world. A young man, searching for food and
straying into a part of the countryside where he had never been before, saw a strange mass
lying on the ground. It was the body of a giant, his silky hair stretching from Krachi to Salaga.
Awed, the young man wished to withdraw, but the giant asked what he wanted. The young
man requested food. The giant, telling him that his name was Owuo, or Death, agreed to give
him food on condition that the youth would serve him for a while. He gave him wonderful
meat that the boy had never tasted before. Pleased with his covenant, the boy served Owuo
a long time, receiving much meat. Then he grew homesick. When he asked Owuo to give him
a holiday, the giant agreed, but only if the youth would bring another boy in his place. He
returned to his village, persuaded his brother to go with him, and gave him to Owuo. In time,
the youth got hungry again and longed for the meat that Owuo had given him, so he left the
village and returned to the giant. He told the giant that he wanted more good meat. Owuo
told him to enter the house and take as much as he liked, but he would have to work for him
again. The youth agreed, entered the house, ate as much as he could, and again worked for
the giant. The work continued for a long time, the boy eating his fill every day. But he saw
nothing of his brother, and when he asked where his brother was, Owuo told him that he had
sent him on an errand. When the youth asked the giant for permission to go home, he was
told that he must return with him a girl who would become the giant's bride. At his home, he
spoke to his sister, and she agreed to marry Owuo. With a slave as a maid, they journeyed to
the home of the giant. The youth left the two girls and went back to the village. Not long after,
he again grew hungry, so he made his way once more into the countryside and found the
giant. Owuo was not pleased to see the boy, grumbling at being bothered a fourth time. He
informed the youth that he could go into the house and get food. The young man entered
and gnawed on a bone that he found there. But he soon saw that it was his sister's bone, and
now he began to investigate, and he discovered that the meat in the house was that of his
sister and her maid. Now he was afraid, and he fled from Owuo, hurrying to his home; when
he arrived there, he told the people of his experiences. The people went to see the dread
thing but were afraid when they saw the monster. They returned to the village, then agreed
to go to Salaga, where the giant's hair finished and set it on fire. When the hair was burning
well, they returned to watch the giant. Beginning to feel the heat, he tossed and sweated.
When the fire reached his head, the giant was dead. The young man saw that medicine had
been concealed in the roots of the giant's hair. They sprinkled it on the bones and meat in the
house, and the girls and the boy returned to life. The youth proposed to pour some of the
medicine on the giant, but no one wanted the giant to return to life. The boy showered it into
the eye of the dead giant; the eye opened and the people fled in terror. It is from that eye
that death comes. Every time Owuo shuts that eye a man dies: he is forever blinking and
winking.
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Source:

Owuo: When His Eyes Shuts, A Man Dies (Krachi/Togo) in A Dictionary of African Mythology
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100258908#:"~:te
xt=The%20boy%20showered%20it%20into,is%20forever%20blinking%20and%20winking.

Resources:

Kura by Stevo Atambire

Anchor point by Ahmed Spins feat Stevo Atambire

Owuo: When His Eye Shuts, A Man Dies - Oxford Reference

Religious music playlist



https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100258908#:~:text=The%20boy%20showered%20it%20into,is%20forever%20blinking%20and%20winking
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100258908#:~:text=The%20boy%20showered%20it%20into,is%20forever%20blinking%20and%20winking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wb8nQXPqxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFKJXuZeU4w
https://www.oxfordreference.com/display/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100258908#:~:text=The%20boy%20showered%20it%20into,is%20forever%20blinking%20and%20winking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2H5rusicEnc&amp;list=PL41pWU_BGS30MyZx60L2NW44FbAO3PLrW

Watch the film Long Live the Dead beforehand.

Context
The film follows a musician from Ghana named Stevo Atambire. He plays a traditional
guitar. It is called Kologo, a two-string instrument made of kalabas and goatskin.

Stevo is an award-winning musician, who travels from funeral to funeral to pay
homage to the people who have died. He plays Kologo and sings improvised songs about the
deceased. He collaborates with the families and pays homage to the deceased. He wants to
spread his culture’s music and values worldwide.

Funerals in Ghana are celebrated during the dry season because the rainy season is
reserved for farming. Those who die during the rainy season are often buried in secret, and
the funeral rites are performed during the next dry season.

Funerals in Ghana are a grand ceremony. In addition to musicians, they include
performances by war dancers, bands, and other local artists. Funerals are announced as a
,Home Call“ or ,,Call To Glory. " One’s funeral is one's journey to the ancestors’ world, where
one is included in a long line of ancestors.

Funerals can last multiple days, and sometimes even weeks. They are considered
important social events, where relatives meet again. The presence of family members is very
important, and the funerals can be postponed even for years.

This film was made by Sofie Hanegreefs, a Belgian-based filmmaker who is engaged
with human rights, social, cultural, and ecological themes. With this movie, she aims to show
how important music, rituals, and cultural traditions are. They can be very healing in a
collective grieving process. Art can address the heart and speak to us differently than words
can.

Resources

Trailer for the film and a press kit: https://filmfreeway.com/Longlivethedead

Stevo’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@STEVOATAMBIRE

Live version of the song Anchor Point: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l 6RxEWzzf8
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FAMILY

TRADITIONS

Answer the questions below. Share your answers with your classmates.

Question

Your answer

Holidays

Which holidays do you celebrate?
What traditions does your family

have on certain holidays?

Unique family traditions

Which traditions do you have in
your family? When?

Who is included in them?

Family history

How long have you been doing
these traditions? Why do you

have them?

Your feelings

Do you enjoy your family’s

traditions? Why/Why not?

The used template is from canva: https://www.canva.com/templates/EAGCoXuxgmk-
speaking-persuasively-peer-feedback-form-doc-in-yellow-green-simple-lined-style/

e
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https://www.canva.com/templates/EAGCoXuxgmk-speaking-persuasively-peer-feedback-form-doc-in-yellow-green-simple-lined-style/
https://www.canva.com/templates/EAGCoXuxgmk-speaking-persuasively-peer-feedback-form-doc-in-yellow-green-simple-lined-style/

Example of a family tree:

Geeal

G randfathe .

/gi .

Crealt ‘
Grand mothe 1A

Drawn by an Ayse Saribay
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Watch the film Long Live the Dead beforehand.

Context
The film follows a musician from Ghana named Stevo Atambire. He plays a traditional
guitar. It is called Kologo, a two-string instrument made of kalabas and goatskin.

Stevo is an award-winning musician, who travels from funeral to funeral to pay
homage to the people who have died. He plays Kologo and sings improvised songs about the
deceased. He collaborates with the families and pays homage to the deceased. He wants to
spread his culture’s music and values worldwide.

Funerals in Ghana are celebrated during the dry season because the rainy season is
reserved for farming. Those who die during the rainy season are often buried in secret, and
the funeral rites are performed during the next dry season.

Funerals in Ghana are a grand ceremony. In addition to musicians, they include
performances by war dancers, bands, and other local artists. Funerals are announced as a
,Home Call“ or ,,Call To Glory. " One’s funeral is one's journey to the ancestors’ world, where
one is included in a long line of ancestors.

Funerals can last multiple days, and sometimes even weeks. They are considered
important social events, where relatives meet again. The presence of family members is very
important, and the funerals can be postponed even for years.

This film was made by Sofie Hanegreefs, a Belgian-based filmmaker who is engaged
with human rights, social, cultural, and ecological themes. With this movie, she aims to show
how important music, rituals, and cultural traditions are. They can be very healing in a
collective grieving process. Art can address the heart and speak to us differently than words
can.

Resources

Trailer for the film and a press kit: https://filmfreeway.com/Longlivethedead

Stevo’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@STEVOATAMBIRE

Live version of the song Anchor Point: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l 6RxEWzzf8
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The four seasons collage example:

T ot stnsms

The dandelions remind us
of spring because, in
spring, everything is

blooming

This bench reminds us of
summer because, in the
summer, we can have
picnics in nice weather

This tree reminds us of
winter because they are
the only green trees
during the winter, and it
also reminds us of
Christmas

Pictures were taken from Pixabay: https://pixabay.com/servicthe e/about/
The design was made in Canva.
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Watch the film Long Live the Dead beforehand.

Context
The film follows a musician from Ghana named Stevo Atambire. He plays a traditional
guitar. It is called Kologo, a two-string instrument made of kalabas and goatskin.

Stevo is an award-winning musician, who travels from funeral to funeral to pay
homage to the people who have died. He plays Kologo and sings improvised songs about the
deceased. He collaborates with the families and pays homage to the deceased. He wants to
spread his culture’s music and values worldwide.

Funerals in Ghana are celebrated during the dry season because the rainy season is
reserved for farming. Those who die during the rainy season are often buried in secret, and
the funeral rites are performed during the next dry season.

Funerals in Ghana are a grand ceremony. In addition to musicians, they include
performances by war dancers, bands, and other local artists. Funerals are announced as a
,Home Call“ or ,,Call To Glory. " One’s funeral is one's journey to the ancestors’ world, where
one is included in a long line of ancestors.

Funerals can last multiple days, and sometimes even weeks. They are considered
important social events, where relatives meet again. The presence of family members is very
important, and the funerals can be postponed even for years.

This film was made by Sofie Hanegreefs, a Belgian-based filmmaker who is engaged
with human rights, social, cultural, and ecological themes. With this movie, she aims to show
how important music, rituals, and cultural traditions are. They can be very healing in a
collective grieving process. Art can address the heart and speak to us differently than words
can.

Resources

Trailer for the film and a press kit: https://filmfreeway.com/Longlivethedead

Stevo’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@STEVOATAMBIRE

Live version of the song Anchor Point: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l 6RxEWzzf8
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Teacher preparation:
Watch the film Long Live the Dead beforehand.

Context
The film follows a musician from Ghana named Stevo Atambire. He plays a traditional
guitar. It is called Kologo, a two-string instrument made of kalabas and goatskin.

Stevo is an award-winning musician, who travels from funeral to funeral to pay
homage to the people who have died. He plays Kologo and sings improvised songs about the
deceased. He collaborates with the families and pays homage to the deceased. He wants to
spread his culture’s music and values worldwide.

Funerals in Ghana are celebrated during the dry season because the rainy season is
reserved for farming. Those who die during the rainy season are often buried in secret, and
the funeral rites are performed during the next dry season.

Funerals in Ghana are a grand ceremony. In addition to musicians, they include
performances by war dancers, bands, and other local artists. Funerals are announced as a
,Home Call“ or ,,Call To Glory. " One’s funeral is one's journey to the ancestors’ world, where
one is included in a long line of ancestors.

Funerals can last multiple days, and sometimes even weeks. They are considered
important social events, where relatives meet again. The presence of family members is very
important, and the funerals can be postponed even for years.

This film was made by Sofie Hanegreefs, a Belgian-based filmmaker who is engaged
with human rights, social, cultural, and ecological themes. With this movie, she aims to show
how important music, rituals, and cultural traditions are. They can be very healing in a
collective grieving process. Art can address the heart and speak to us differently than words
can.

Resources

Trailer for the film and a press kit: https://filmfreeway.com/Longlivethedead

Stevo’s YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@STEVOATAMBIRE

Live version of the song Anchor Point: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l 6RxEWzzf8

Worksheet Resource:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RxSscxs99WHAU{9v1ktDFCegqyXKOhdW aHTpVQB
yps/edit?usp=sharing
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