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NETWORKS
• OPPORTUNITIES FOR COLLABORATION 

• Q&A



BACKGROUND 



Background
UNITWIN is the abbreviation of "University Twinning and Networking”

▪ Launched in 1992 to:

Create UNESCO Chairs in higher education institutions (HEIs) to develop 
training and research activities through international inter-university 
cooperation

UNESCO intersectoral program covering all areas of the Organization and the 
priorities of its mandate

Coordinated by the Division for the Futures of Education within the 
Education Sector.

Documents:
The UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme: guidelines and procedures (revised 
March 2022)
Activities of the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs programme ( doc. 215 EX/9)
Comprehensive partnership strategy (doc. 207 EX/11)
Strategic orientations for the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme ( doc. 176 
EX/10)

 

Federico Mayor 
Director General of 
UNESCO 
(1987-1999)

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380998
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380998
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382549?posInSet=3&queryId=9ed2344e-9689-46f4-9987-e7bd343a0f70
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382549?posInSet=3&queryId=9ed2344e-9689-46f4-9987-e7bd343a0f70
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382549?posInSet=3&queryId=9ed2344e-9689-46f4-9987-e7bd343a0f70
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000370506
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000149919
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000149919


What is a UNESCO Chair or a UNITWIN Network?

UNESCO Chair 

A UNESCO Chair is a team led by a higher education or research institution that partners
with UNESCO on a project to advance knowledge and practice in an area of common
priority. The partnership is formalized through an agreement between the Director-
General of UNESCO and the head of the institution hosting the UNESCO Chair (Rector,
President, Vice-Chancellor).

UNITWIN Network

A UNITWIN Network is a partnership between UNESCO and a network of higher
education or research institutions of at least three institutions in different countries, at
least two of which must be located in the Global South, and which pool their
competencies and resources around particular theme(s). The partnership is established
through an agreement between the Director-General of UNESCO and the head of every
institution proposed as a partner in the network.

Duration: four years
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BY UN SDGs (2015-2025)
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Flemish UNESCO Chairs 

• Vrije Universiteit Brussel (3)
UNESCO Chair on Critical Heritage Studies and Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2014)
UNESCO Chair on Adult Education (2018)
UNESCO Chair on Open Water Science and Education (2022)

• KU Leuven (3)
UNESCO Chair in Building Sustainable Peace (2007)
UNESCO Chair in Preventive Conservation, Monitoring and Maintenance of Monuments and Sites (2009)
UNESCO Chair on Comprehensive Sexuality Education (2025)

• Erasmus Brussels University of Applied Sciences and Arts (1)
UNESCO Chair on Images of the Futures and Co-creation (2020)

• Ghent University (1)
UNESCO Chair in Eremology (2007)

• University of Antwerp (1) University of the Witwatersrand (South Africa)
UNESCO Chair in Cultural Entrepreneurship and Policy (2024)

 

UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme
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2 New applications submitted in 2026 

1. Open Water Network by Vrije Universiteit Brussel
2. Chaire UNESCO sur le Patrimoine et Changement climatique: Penser l’Habiter au croisement des usages, des matérialités et de la 

socio-technique (re-submission) , Université de Mons



UNESCO Chairs /Unitwin Networks

UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme

Objectives 

➢ To contribute collectively to UNESCO priorities and Programmes

➢ To strengthen collaboration between UNESCO Chairs and other UNESCO Chairs and Unitwin 

Networks for building a better understanding and for driving education’s transformation in line with 

the Sustainable Development Goals 

➢ To support Member States in implementing the UNESCO strategies and its recommendations on 

Open Science - UNESCO Digital Library and on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence - UNESCO Digital 

Library

➢ To build synergies between UNESCO Chairs, UNITWIN Networks and other UNESCO Networks 

➢ To exchange of scientific research and increase student mobility

➢ To share best practices through an on-line platform 

➢ To contribute to the global community of practice

➢ To facilitate interaction of the Networks through the National Commissions

…

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000379949.locale=en
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000381137


Interaction

UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme

UNESCO 

(HQ, Fos, C2C, 
UNESCO 

Networks)

Civil society

Academia

Policy 
stakeholders

 130 Member 
States

National 
Commissions

Perm. 
Delegation

+1100 UNESCO 
Chairs and 

Unitwin 
Networks 



SEARCHABLE & INTERACTIVE 

DATABASE
ACCESSIBLE ON UNITWIN WEBPAGE



APPLICATION CYCLE



1. Up to two applications per country, plus 
one additional (resubmission, network) 

2. Application submitted through the online 
submission platform between 1 March 
and 30 April 

3. Only complete files will be processed

4. Applications must meet all required 
criteria 

5. NEW link for the account request form 
https://forms.office.com/e/SM8Qbeuv4v | Applicant 
will receive an email with the link to the application 
platform 

APPLICATION CYCLE

https://forms.office.com/e/SM8Qbeuv4v


Process and timeline for establishing a UNESCO Chair  

Preparation & 
pre-selection

Jan - Mar

Submission

Mar - Apr

Evaluation

May - Jul

Communication 
of results

Aug - Sep

Establishment of 
Agreement 

Oct - Dec

1 2 3 4 5



INCREASING INTEREST FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH  
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Evolution of share of applications 
across regions (2020-2025)
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MAINTAINING QUALITY 
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JOIN
an outstanding 

group of academics 
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on actions towards 

sustainable 
development

ENHANCE
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CONTRIBUTE
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SHAPE
future generations

UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks 

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 



CURRENT LOGO
to be used on websites and all 

materials



ROLES AND SHARED 
RESPONSIBILITIES 



ESTABLISHMENT, RENEWAL AND 
MONITORING 

OF UNESCO CHAIRS & UNITWIN 
NETWORKS

• Responsible for the pre-selection of applications 
to be submitted for evaluation 

• Ensure proposals put forward are aligned with 
UNESCO priorities and complete 

• Provide letters of support to selected proposals 

• Support them in connecting with other Chairs and 
UNESCO Networks (ASPnet, Learning cities, 
Creative cities and Category II Centres)

• Support the applicants in connecting them with 
UNESCO experts and entities to explore 
possibilities of collaboration

• Engagement and participation in decisions for 
renewal or non-renewal as relevant 

STRATEGIC & 
PROACTIVE 
ENGAGEMENT 
OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSIONS
FOR UNESCO



STRATEGIC & 
PROACTIVE 
ENGAGEMENT 
OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSIONS
FOR UNESCO 

COMMUNICATION AND VISIBILITY

• Annual meetings & orientation sessions & dialogues

• Share information and good practices, and 
disseminate impact and activities with relevant 
stakeholders

• Support communications, e.g. website, correct use 
of logo 

• Support in submitting candidacies for UNESCO prizes 
and awards + participation programme + fellowships 

• Help Chairs in their search for funding, notably by 
providing letters of support to researchers

• Developing the network of Chairs in the Global 
South 

• Celebrate flagship activities of links to International 
Days , including UNESCO’s day together with 
UNESCO Chairs and other UNESCO Networks



STRATEGIC & 
PROACTIVE 
ENGAGEMENT 
OF THE UNIVERSITIES 

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT AND 
COMMITMENT 

• Provide institutional support to the establishment of a 
UNESCO chair and / or a Unitwin Network 

• Ensure the successful implementation of the UNESCO 
Chairs and Unitwin Networks

• Ensure that UNESCO Chairs play a role in overall 
strategic planning of their HEIs

• Support the appointment of women to become 
Chairholders, Network Coordinators

• Ensure the sustainability of UNESCO Chairs and Unitwin 
Networks  (i.e. staff and financial resources they need 
to carry out their work)

• Provide letters of support to promote their projects

• Facilitate international cooperation , partnership and 
academic exchanges and students’ mobility  

• Promote and (co) organize activities of the Chairs or a 
Network with the NatComs, FOs, UNESCO HQ

• Celebrate International days by promoting the work of 
the UNESCO Chairs and Unitwin Networks



STRATEGIC & 
PROACTIVE 
ENGAGEMENT 
OF THE UNESCO CHAIRS AND 
UNITWIN NETWORKS

CONTRIBUTION TO PROGRAMME 
OBJECTIVES AND UNESCO’s 

MANDATE 
• Ensure the successful implementation of the UNESCO 

Chairs and Unitwin Networks

• Ensure that UNESCO Chairs play a role in overall 
strategic planning of their HEIs

• Support the appointment of women to become 
Chairholders, Network Coordinators and women 
leadership positions and in academia more broadly

• Ensure the sustainability of UNESCO Chairs and Unitwin 
Networks  (i.e. staff and financial resources they need 
to carry out their work)

• Provide letters of support to promote their projects

• Facilitate international cooperation  and partnership 

• Promote and (co) organize the main activities of the 
Chairs or a Network with the NatComs, FOs, UNESCO 
HQ

• Celebrate International days by promoting the work of 
the UNESCO Chairs and Unitwin Networks



REORIENTING THE WORK 
OF UNESCO CHAIRS & UNITWIN NETWORKS



2021 AUDIT
of the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme

• Better leverage the expertise of the UNESCO 
Chairs and UNITWIN Networks

• Improve efficiency and management of the 
Programme, including streamlining processes 
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Mission of the UNITWIN/UNESCO CHAIRS Programme

Advance UNESCO’s laboratory of ideas function through 
research, innovation and knowledge creation​ 

Contribute to the development and implementation of 
international standard-setting instruments

Generate academic and societal impact by connecting research, 
policy and practice across disciplines & countries

Empower future generations by fostering UNESCO’s values 
and promoting just, sustainable and open societies



OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR COLLABORATIONS
THAT MOBILIZE ALL NETWORK MEMEBRS 
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Approaches for engaging with UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks

TRANSFORMING KNOWLEDGE FOR JUST AND 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURES (PARIS, Nov 2022)

UNESCO-AFRICAN UNION FORUM ON 
TRANSFORMING KNOWLEDGE FOR AFRICA’S 
FUTURE (ADDIS ABABA, Oct 2024)



Approaches for engaging with UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN Networks

PARTICIPATION IN AND CO-DESIGN 
OF UNESCO EVENTS

FACILITATING THE ORGANISATION 
OF UNESCO-CHAIR LED EVENTS

INVITATION TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
IDEA GENERATION AND 
KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION



UNESCO FOR PEOPLE

UNITWIN/UNESCO CHAIRS PROGRAMME

Khaled El Enany, Director General of UNESCO
(2025-2029)



RENEWED INTEREST IN THE NETWORK’S EXPERTISE TO ADVANCE 
UNESCO’S MISSION

World Futures Day, December 2025 
Informal gathering of Chair teams and the 
Director-General 

Global Network of UNESCO Chairs and UNESCO 80: Dialogues with the 
Director-General of UNESCO, 29 January 2026

Follow-up to the UNESCO80 Partner Survey - UNESCO Chairs and 
UNITWIN Networks: Shaping UNESCO’s Future Together



ONLINE UNESCO CHAIRS AND UNITWIN 
NETWORKS SEMINARS 
Futures Dialogues | UNESCO

DIGITAL LEARNING WEEK
Frontiers, Frictions and Facts , Education in the Age of AI
Paris, 7-11 September 2026

WORLD FUTURES DAY 2026
Paris, first week of December 2026

The 4th edition of Luanda Biennale – “Strengthening Water 

Governance in Africa as a tool for 

conflict prevention, mediation and resolution” (2026)

https://www.unesco.org/en/unitwin/seminars/futures-dialogues?hub=84637




JOIN the

Linked group 
for UNESCO Chairs and UNITWIN 

Network teams and partners 
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Thank you
www.unesco.org/educationwww.unesco.org/education

Learn more: www.unesco.org/education

@UNESCO

https://www.unesco.org/en/unitwin 

http://www.unesco.org/education
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